
17 - 3  Reconstruction in the South  

The Big Idea  

As Reconstruction ended, African Americans faced new 
hurdles and the South attempted to rebuild.  

 
Main Ideas  

Å Reconstruction governments helped reform the South.  

Å The Ku Klux Klan was organized as African Americans 
moved into positions of power.  

Å As Reconstruction ended, the rights of African Americans 
were restricted.  

Å Southern business leaders relied on industry to rebuild the 
South.  



Main Idea 1:  
Reconstruction governments  

helped reform the South.  
ÅRepublicans controlled most southern governments but were 

unpopular with white southerners.  

ïNorthern -born Republicans who moved south after the war 
were called carpetbaggers .  

ïWhite southern Republicans were called scalawags .  

Carpetbaggers Scalawags 



Main Idea 1:  
Reconstruction governments  

helped reform the South.  

ÅAfrican Americans: largest group of southern Republican voters  

ïHiram Revels was first African American in U.S. Senate.  

ïBlanche Bruce was first African American elected to a full six 
year term in U.S. Senate.  

 

Blanche 

Bruce 

http://www.jackandjillpolitics.com/2010/02/black-history-month-open-thread-16/hiram_rhodes_revels_-_brady-handy-restored/




Main Idea 1:  
Reconstruction governments  

helped reform the South.  

ÅReconstruction state governments provided money for many new 
programs.  

ïHelped establish public schools; built hospitals; passed laws 
against discrimination; constructed railroads and bridges.  

ïRaise Taxes and issue bonds to pay for projects  



What is a carpetbagger ?  

Northerner who moved to the South  

 

What is a Scalawag ?  

Southerners who supported reconstruction govôt 

 

How did African Americans participate in govôt 
during Reconstruction?  

Voted, served as representatives and held local 
offices . 



Progress in the South 



Progress in the South  
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Ku Klux Klan  

Å Created by group of white southerners in Tennessee in 
1866   

Å Secret society opposed to civil rights, particularly suffrage, 
for African Americans  

Main Idea 2:  
The Ku Klux Klan was organized as African 
Americans moved into positions of power.  

Nathanial 

Bedford 

Forrest 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_0OfuYBJa3Lg/SqV6s2r1niI/AAAAAAAAEbY/kFO-71mTN4A/s1600-h/kkk_misissippi.jpg


Ku Klux Klan  

Å Used violence and terror against African Americans  

Å Local governments did little to stop the violence, so 
Congress passed laws that made it a federal crime to 
interfere with elections or to deny citizens equal protection 
under the law.  

Main Idea 2:  
The Ku Klux Klan was organized as African 
Americans moved into positions of power.  





Why did resistance to Reconstruction increase?  

Some southerners claimed the new govôt were 
corrupt, illegal and unjust. Disapproved African 
Americans officeholders, and disliked having 
federal troops in their states.  



Main Idea 3:  
 As Reconstruction ended, the rights of 

African Americans were restricted.  
Republicans were losing power in southern states and in the 
North, and they were being blamed for the severe economic 
downturn called the Panic of 1873.  

18,000 businesses declared bankruptcy, and unemployment 
rose, leading to protest.  



Main Idea 3:  
 As Reconstruction ended, the rights of 

African Americans were restricted.  

The close election of 1876 appeared to have been won by 
Democrat Samuel Tilden but was challenged by supporters of 
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes.  

Rutherford 

B. Hayes 
Samuel 

Tilden 



How was the United States affected by the Panic 
of 1873?  

People blamed the Republicans for the Panic, 
almost 18,000 businesses declared bankruptcy, 
and unemployment rose, leading to protests.  



Main Idea 3:  
 As Reconstruction ended, the rights of 

African Americans were restricted.  

The Compromise of 1877  gave the election to Hayes, while 
agreeing to Democratsô request to remove federal troops from 
the South.  

Democrats then regained control of governments in the South, 
and were called Redeemers by southerners.  



End of Reconstruction 



End of Reconstruction  
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Redeemer 
Governments  

ÅSet up poll tax, 
literacy test and 
grandfather 
clause to deny 
African Americans 
the vote  

ÅIntroduced legal 
segregation , the 
forced separation 
of whites and 
African Americans 
in public places,  
through Jim Crow 
laws  

Rights of African Americans were restricted.  



Supreme Court  

ÅRuled that Civil 
Rights Act of 1875 
was 
unconstitutional  

ÅPlessy v. 
Ferguson ruled 
that segregation 
was allowed if 
ñseparate-but -
equalò facilities 
were provided.  

Rights of African Americans were restricted.  





Plessy v. Ferguson 



Plessy and Era of Jim Crow  
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Rights of African Americans were restricted.  

Sharecropping   

ÅFew African 
Americans could 
afford to buy or 
rent farms.  

ÅBecame part of 
sharecropping  
system, providing 
labor to land -
owners and sharing 
their crops with 
them  

ÅSharecroppers 
faced debt.  

ÅMost grew cotton  





Memories of Sharecropping  
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Main Idea 4:  
Southern business leaders relied on  

industry to rebuild the South.  

Å The southern economy suffered cycles of good and bad 
years, as cotton prices went up and down.  

Å Business leaders hoped industry would strengthen the 
southern economy and create a New South.  




